Wisdom for Life (Proverbs 1: 1-7)





6th Nov 2011
Read Proverbs 1:1. Kidner in his commentary on Proverbs writes: the “Hebrew term (in the singular, mashal) basically means ‘a comparison’......but it came to stand for any kind of sage pronouncement, from a maxim or observation to a sermon and from a wisecrack to a doctrinal revelation

Question
Try listing some well-known proverbs. Can you think of any Biblical ones?

For some background to Solomon and his wisdom, read 1 Kings 1:32-37, 3:5-14 and 4:29-34.

Read Proverbs 1:2-7. The purpose of the book of Proverbs is to describe and instil wisdom in us for living for God so that we make wise choices between good and evil behaviour. Knowledge and wisdom are closely linked in Proverbs. Knowledge is about correct understanding whereas wisdom is about the correct application of this knowledge. 

Questions:

1) Where does wisdom start?

2) Is this a negative thing? Give reasons for your answer! (see Prov 16:6; Isa 11:1-6; Acts 9:31; 2 Cor 5:10-11)

3) Where does wisdom come from? See James 1:5

4) Go through verses 2-5 verse by verse using different translations and list the benefits of these proverbs.

In verses 2-5 Kidner finds various synonyms for “wisdom”, aspects of it that can also represent the whole in the book of Proverbs.

Questions:

1) In verses 2a and 3a, it means instruction or training. It involves education and discipline in the sense of correction. Why is discipline so important for the Christian?  (see Heb 12:5-11) How do you reconcile this with the God of love?

2) In verse 2b, it means understanding or insight. What does wisdom help us discern between? (remember Solomon’s request in 1 Kgs 3:9)

3) In verse 3a, it means wise dealing in the sense of good sense or practical wisdom. In v4 it is shrewdness (4a) and discretion (4b) suggesting wisdom means giving careful thought to situations and planning your actions appropriately. Oliver Cromwell is believed to have said to his troops: “Trust in God and keep your powder dry”. How should the Christian combine faith and common sense?

For further study: Here are some more proverbs about wisdom. Read Proverbs 13:10, 20; 15:12 & 25:12.

Questions

1) How can others affect our wisdom?

2) What can you do in the week ahead to acquire more wisdom?

