Wisdom for Life: The Wise and the Fool



13th & 20th Nov 2011
Today we look at Proverb’s description of “the wise” and “the fool”. The description of “the wise” is to guide our conduct and character formation; the description of “the fool” helps us recognize these traits in ourselves and flee them!

In Proverbs 9 wisdom is personified as “Woman Wisdom”. There are some similarities between this personification and the Apostle John’s representation of Jesus Christ. Both existed with God before all things. Both played some role in creation. Both lead those who listen to life and immortality and threaten death to those who do not.....and so on. Read Proverbs 9:1-10; Mat 11:28; John 5:39-40; 6:35-37.

Questions:

1) What part does making decisions play at the start of our Christian life and in our daily discipleship thereafter?

2) Can you relate 9:10 to the time you decided to follow Jesus? If so, in what way? What about 8:13a and 14:12 as well or instead?

If conversion is the start of wisdom then on-going discipleship is growth in wisdom. Read the following Proverbs: 3:7; 3:11; 9:9; 10:8; 13:10  
Questions:

1) What are the wise like?

2) What role does a church fellowship play in this growth?

The words of the wise can bring great benefits to others. Read these Proverbs: 12:18, 15:4, 16:24, 18:4.  

Questions:

What are the benefits that the words of “the wise” bring?

In Proverbs the problem of the “fool” is not a mental one, i.e. a deficiency in intelligence, but it is a spiritual one. People do not come to Christ because they are more intelligent than non-believers. Read the following big list of Proverbs (some are quite entertaining!)

Questions:

What is “the fool” like.........?

· in their use of words: 10:14, 12:16 , 15:2, 17:28,  18:6, 20:3, 26:9, 29:11

· in their attitude to sin: 1:32, 10:23, 14:9

· in their actions: 14:8, 17:12

· in their relationships: 10:1, 13:20, 15:5  

What damage can “the fool” do in a church fellowship?
What traits of “the fool” do you see in yourself? Share one you struggle with and spend some time praying for one another in this regard. 

[As always, personal sharing remains within the four walls of the room.]

