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Today we start a series in Luke’s Gospel. The author, Luke, was the travelling companion of Paul on his second and third missionary journeys (see 2 Tim. 4:11; Philem. 24). He was a doctor by profession and close to Paul (see Col 4:14). The Gospel is written to a man called Theophilus of who very little is known except that he had been taught about the faith and that he probably underwrote the costs of producing the Gospel. However, Luke is intended for a wider audience of non-Jewish (Gentile) Christians. In addition, Luke no doubt realized that his recounting of Jesus’ life and message would also be useful for evangelism among non-Christians.

Read Luke 1:1-4.

Questions:

1) How has Luke prepared for writing this Gospel?

2) What does he state is his purpose for writing?

3) How could you use these verses to refute claims that Luke’s Gospel lacks historical reliability?

Read the following verse in Luke: 6:20–26; 7:34; 13:30; 14:11; 15:17-19; 18:14; 19:5-10.

Questions:
1) What is the recurring theme in these verses?

2) What would a church look like that proclaimed this message well? 

3) What about one that proclaimed it badly?

Read Luke 1: 26-27. Mary was a young girl in the small farming town of Nazareth in the little respected region of Galilee. She was betrothed to marry Joseph. Betrothal was a legally binding engagement breakable only by divorce. During this period of about a year it was not normal for the couple to have sexual intercourse.

Read Matthew 1:19-25.

Questions:

1) What was Joseph’s initial response to the news of Mary’s pregnancy?

2) In what way does the situation of Mary relate to the recurring theme in Luke we considered above?

Read Luke 1:28-35 & 46-49.

Questions:

1) What do these verses tell us about Mary and her response to Gabriel’s message to her? NB: The Greek used in verses 28 and 30 does not imply any particular worthiness on the part of Mary herself, only the free gracious choice of God.

2) What is the significance of the name Jesus? See Matthew 1:21.

3) In v35 the Greek verb translated “come upon” has no sexual connotation. Mary conceives through the Holy Spirit. As a result how do we differ from Jesus? See also Rom 3:23; Heb 4:15; 1Pe 2:22; 1Jn 3:5.

4) Why is this so important for us? See 2 Cor 5:21; 1 Pet 3:18.

5) How could you use this passage for evangelism among non-Christians?
