John the Baptist: Life Change (Luke 3: 1-18)


15th & 22nd Jan 2012
It would be useful to start the Bible study by the leader reading out the introductory comments given in our 1st study in Luke (our study of Luke 1: 26-38). Recap Luke 1:1-4 and also read Luke 3:1-2. Luke sets the context of events in chapter 3 within the context of secular and sacred history. He lists five Roman officials as well as the current High Priest (Caiaphas) and you might say the High Priest emeritus, Annas, no longer High Priest but given the title for his and his relatives’ service in that role for over twenty years. These details are confirmed by historical documents outside the Bible.

Questions: 
1) In what ways do these passages give us confidence about Luke’s Gospel?
2) Who was John? (see also Luke 1:5-13). He may have been part of, or at very least familiar with, the Essenes, a strict Jewish sect.
Read 3:3-7. 
Question: How would you describe John’s message? Was it effective? Is there a place for this style of evangelism today? See also v17.
Read 3:8-14. In verse 3 and 8, the Greek word for “repentance”, metanoia (pronounced meta-noi-a), means more than just a change of mind. It involves an inner change of direction and purpose, a turning away from sin to righteousness.

Questions:

1) What does the first part of verse 8 tell us about the relationship between conversion and life after conversion? See James 2:16-17.
2) In verse 8 what was the excuse given for not needing a radical life change? Did it wash with John? Should it with us?
Tax collectors were those who had purchased for themselves the right to collect various indirect taxes, mainly customs or tolls, and added on their own percentage. It could be described as institutionalized extortion or robbery. They were viewed as collaborators with Israel’s Gentile oppressors and as one of the most despised persons in Israel. The soldiers in v14, probably Jewish, were the policemen of the time. They kept the peace & wielded great power. They only received a basic wage so temptation to extort money from people was great.

3) What three instructions does John give that would be examples of true metanoia, and to whom does he give them?
4) Give examples of this type of sin against others in our world? Try to identify examples in the developed world as well as the developing world? 

5) What about the workplace? What examples of these sins might you face there? (Notice Jesus doesn’t tell the tax collectors or soldiers to leave their jobs but to be different!)
Read 3:15-18 and Act 2:1-4. John diverts attention from himself. There was a saying at the time that even a slave would not loose the sandal thong of his master.
Questions:

1) How did John see himself in relation to Jesus?
2) What was John’s role? Does ours differ?
