What would Jesus do? (Luke 6: 12-19)


5th February 2012
Today we look at Jesus’ choosing of his twelve closest disciples and the immediate events surrounding this.

Read 6:1-11 for the context of today’s reading. 

Question:

How would you sum up the attitude of the Jewish religious leaders towards Jesus?

Read v12-13. Jesus chooses leaders to spread the Gospel, the Good News.

Questions:

1) What did this say about the existing religious leaders of Israel?

2) What challenge does this give to leaders in his church today?

3) How had Jesus prepared for this decision?

4) Consider these significant events in Jesus’ life. See Luke 3:21-22; 9:18, 20; 9: 28b-29; 11:1-4; 22:40-41; 23:34, 46. What pattern do we see in Jesus’ life?

5) How should we approach decisions in our lives? Big ones? Small ones?

Read v13-16. 

Questions:

1) The word “apostles” derives from the Greek verb apostello meaning “to send”. It means “messenger” or “one who is sent out”. In what way are we sent out by the Lord today? (c.f. Mat 28: 19-20; Eph 6:1 18-20)

2) We do not have information about all of the disciples but we do know that here we have fishermen, a tax collector, a political activist or zealot and one who would betray Jesus. (Note: a zealot would be a radical opponent of Rome; a tax collector would work for Rome.) How would you describe Jesus’ “team”?

3) People sometimes describe the church of Christ as unity amidst diversity. Is this a good description? Is this achievable?

Read v17-18.

Questions:

1) In v18a Jesus’ ministry is described as two-fold. What were the two aspects of his ministry?

2) What does this mean for us practically as believers “sent out” by Jesus?

3) How had Jesus prepared for His ministry in our passage today?

As Christians we are disciples of Jesus, his followers. To follow Him we must continually ask “What would Jesus do?” as we face different decisions and situations in our lives.

