Remaining in Good Soil (Luke 8: 4-15)


12th February 2012
This week we look at the teaching of Jesus in Luke, in particular the Parable of the Sower. Read Luke 8: 4-8. 

Questions:

1) Jesus used many illustrations and examples from everyday life in his teaching. Think of some other examples he used, especially to do with the land and farming.

2) Why do you think Jesus used everyday examples and what can we learn from His example as we share the Gospel with others?

3) Using verse 4 what has been the reaction to Jesus’ ministry?

4) Jesus used parables so that his stories yielded their meaning only to those prepared to search for it, the sincere seeker rather than the casual hearer. Why do you think this was?

Read Luke 8:9-15.

Questions:

1) What is meant by “the word of God” in verse 11 and how do we “hear” it?

2) The parable is always referred to as the parable of the sower but he only gets a mention in verse 5. Who is the sower? In what way is every believer a sower?

3) If you were to rename the parable what would you call it? “The parable of the ...........”? Why?

4) What does the soil represent?

5) Look at the different categories of hearers in the parable. Describe each one. Give examples of what they experience in terms of our contemporary world.

6) Which of these different soils has your heart been like in your life? Is it possible to move soil? Perhaps share something of your own experience.

The yield of the good soil in verse 8a is described as “hundredfold”. This is an astonishing return. Seven to tenfold might be expected in Palestine.

Questions:

1) What does verse 15 tell us are the qualities required to bear fruit?

2) What fruit does the Christian bear?

3) How can you remain in good soil, a sincere seeker rather than a casual hearer? See Jeremiah 29:13.

4) How can you help others to remain in good soil?

